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south-bank, there is again a rt;.l:;:l:;'];bh;;?f::zﬁ::; |‘.|ﬂ0d plain in the
settlement, roads, railways, towns and cummcrci;{ :'::“C with dense
narth-ban.k zone. In the eastern part and in Kalung_[é-}:t?s as _'m the
zone is wide and extends upto the foothill zone, But ‘iEIlL?Iuln thig
part in Kamrup, Goalpara and southern part of Dhubri di»-.:ri“:c-ﬂ-c s
restricted in its spread. Unlike in the north-bank the H{juth;::qui‘ihé :;_ue.
zone bordering the hills and plateaus do not have distinct lTar;.’: aﬂ:]. -
Bhabar strips. There are occasional swamps, marshes and low hiHD{:(t;

in the western part from Lumding region and high grounds s;uppnrting

tea-gardens and low hillocks in the eastern part east of Dhansiri.
A

The Barak Plain :
The Barak Plain is located in the southern part of Assam encircled

on the north by the North Cachar hills, omr the east by the Manipur
hills and on the south by the Mizoram hills. To the west the plain
merges with Sylhet Plains of Bangladesh. The plain is, in fact, the
headward piedmont part of the Sylhet (Surma-Kushiyara) Plain. The
plain is horse-shoe shaped with 85 km of east-west extension and
70 km north-south extension near Bangladesh border. The Plain also
includes the Jiribam sub-division of Manipur which lies at its apex in
the east. The total area of the Barak Plain is 6962 km®. The plain is
lowlying, its height being 75 m. Near its apex near Jirtbam which
slopes down slowly to 73 m near Silchar and further to 51 m. near

Karimganj.
The hill ranges of both North Cachar in the north and Mizoram
in the south are aligned north-south. Hence some detached hillock in
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e seen lying gcattered in the

the same alignment as the above can b e mostly made of
plain. These are locally known as 'tilas™ =7 ddle part of the plain,
“rocks of the tipam (miocene) serics. The mi tward, is so lowlying
along which the Barak finds its sluggish way wesumbﬂr of tributaries
that the plain assumes a bowl shape. A largs . in it rendering the
from the North Cachar hills and Mizoram hI]]IS J: rivers, Jiri, Labak,
middle part susceptible to frequent fioads i 16;11 bank’ and Sonai,
Madhura, Dalu, Jatinga and Larang Il t_hF 5 th bank are the
Katakhal. Dhaleswari, Singla and Langal 1n the sou T
main. There are numerous ox-bow lakes and S“'iml’s & |
of the extremely meandering course of the Barak. | s
The three foothill margins of the plain have Ef‘tEEp Elﬂpés di:]
hillocks, These were earlier covered by thick forests like North Cac Eg
Reserve Forest and Barail R.F. in the north and uPI'-'ﬁ"‘J I R'E o
Lower Jiri R.F. Katakhal R F. Singla R.F. and Badshahtila R.F. in the
south bordering Mizoram. A large number of tea gardens of Cachar

is located on the higher grounds bordering the foothills.

The Manipur Plain :
Amidst the extensive hills and ranges of Manipur, there lies a
wheat shaped plain of immense human importance. This intermontane
plain is about 70 km long from Kanglatongbi in the north to Sugnu in
the south. Its maximum width at the middle is about 40 km, but as it
narrows down to the north and south, the average width works out to
be 30 km. The plain has an area of about 1843 km’. It is said to be of
lacustrine origin. The geologists believe that there was an
intermontane depression filled by water at what is today the Manipur
plain. A headstream of Myittha (a tributary of the Chindwin) through
its headward erosion evacuated the water near Sugnu, leaving the
deeper parts of the lake floor as smaller lakes and exposing the higher
parts bare. The rivers like Nambul, Thoubal, Iril, Imphal, etc. that
subsequently flowed over the floor started spreading alluviu, -
' : : m, giving
rise to the present palin. The plain slopes gradually down f;
in the north to 793.5 m in the south at a gradient of 75 rom 838 m
Loktak and othersmaller lakes lying in the southern 1 lf{? m/km. The
are the remaining vestiges of the original |aje n half of th
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another SOuth of Imphal cipy in the lowlying zone near Loktak and
take the name of Turel Achauba or Manipur rviver and gets out of
the |f‘lf.'ill1 .N.l.'tLITh".'uIr.j it _'~\||_,,1|||| { ip. The niver 18 connected with the
lake by a Channel called Kordark 'he channel discharges river water

Into the lake .
IKe In w mter and takes out lake water in summer

.‘\I;lmpm plain has g large number of isolated hillocks scattered
here and there Of the hillocks Singmeirong, Langthaban, Waithau
Langathel, etc are the main. Even within the Loktak Lake there is a
]””I“'*\L that stands out as an island. supporting a few fishing villages
and attracting tourists for its scenic beauty. Besides. there are river
ferraces in the plain |y g in the form of gravel patches besides the
river bank, “specially near the foothill margins. Such gravel patches
can be seen nea; Sekmai, Kangla, Tonghbi, Bisenpur, Thoubal, Sugnu
and th"@‘pj]“l”‘”?- Iheir presence indicates minor upliftments of the
plain in the recent geological period.

Fhe average slope of the plain is not high (75 m/km): further. the
Il of lakes and marshes. After heay ¥

southern part is very low and fi
Ormous quantity

and continuous rainfall in the surrounding hills, the en

of water carried down by the otherwise shallow rivers. overflow the

y in the southern part of the plain.

banks and cause flood. especial
The Tripura Plain :

The Tripura Plain is a piedmont one, lying at the foot of the
north-south trending hill ranges extended from Mizoram. The plain
has been built up in the western part of Tripura, over an area of about
3500 km? due to erosion caused by the headstreams of Manu and
Khowai in the north, Titas and Gumti in the west and Muhari and
Fenny in the south, This piedmont plains merges with the greater
Bang]‘admh plain in the three sides mentioned; while the eastern part
of the state is covered by seven parallel ranges with relatively narrow
valley plains in between. The Tripura Plain covering West and South
Tripura districts slopes down west and southward trom Atharimura
Range at a fairly high gradient providing little scope for flood to occur.
As any other piedmont plain, it is the product of both degradational
and aggradational activities. While the Tertiary hill ranges have been
eroded by the hill streams, the sediments so collected

spread over the surrounding lowlying areas. It is in this process that

have been
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the alluv and clay. The Tipam
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the plain has been built up. Below =~
Surma, Tipam and Dupi Tila depos hn
sandstones here bear rich reserves
potentially rich in oil deposits also. i
: e - r . ~
As in the Barak Plain, it has a 1arg amidst alluvial deposits.
trending isolated hillocks (tilas) “m".d"ﬁﬂmq worn-down hillocks,
As the plain is an agglomeration nI'crusmml | DW; - tructural synclines,
piedmont terraces and depositional grounds

it 1s not dead fat,
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5. Dibru 6. Burhi Dihing
? Disang 8. Dikhou
sang
9. Janji 10. Teok N
11. Kakadonga 12. Dhansiri
13. Daiyang (A) 14. KUIGr_lg
15. Jamuna 16. Kapili _
17. Daiyang (B) 18. Barapani
19. Kiling 20. Digaru
21. Kulsi 22. Dudhnoi
23. Krishnai 24, Jinary
25. Jinjiram 26. Jiadhol
27. Subsansiri 28. Ranganadi
29. Dikrang 30. Buroi
31. Bargang 32. Jia Bharali
33. Gabharu’ *34. Panchnoi
35. Jia Dhansiri 36. Barnadi
37. Puthimari 38. Baralia
39. Pagladia 40. Kaldia
41. Pahumara 42. Beki
43. Manas | 4. Ai
45. Champamati 46. Saralbhanga
47. Sonkosh 48. Godadh
1 ar
49. Gangadhar 50. Kherkat: :
51. Barak i hALuihit
53. Jatinga 54, Sonai



