
Sustainable Development 

Meaning 

The great challenge that lies ahead with sustainable development is not only the need to 
educate it to the people, but to first define it in a way people will understand it. The concept of 
sustainable development is one that arguably is multi-disciplinary, complex, and systematic, yet 
defining the concept is without a doubt a great task. Sustainable development was a term first 
coined in 1980, when the intent of the concept was merely basic. The concept of sustainable 
development was described by the 1987 Bruntland Commission Report as “development that 

meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs.”  

"Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present, without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs."  In other words, 
Sustainable development can be defined as an approach to the economic development of a 
country without compromising with the quality of the environment for future generations.  

There are four dimensions to sustainable development – society, environment, culture 
and economy – which are intertwined, not separate. Sustainability is a paradigm for thinking 
about the future in which environmental, societal and economic considerations are balanced in 
the pursuit of an improved quality of life. For example, a prosperous society relies on a healthy 
environment to provide food and resources, safe drinking water and clean air for its citizens. 

Sustainable Development Goals 

 To promote the kind of development that minimises environmental problems. 
 To meet the needs of the existing generation without compromising with the quality of 

the environment for future generations. 

Achieving Sustainable Development 

Sustainable development can be achieved if we follow the following points: 

 It can be achieved by restricting human activities. 
 Technological development should be input effective and not input utilising. 
 The rate of consumption should not surpass the rate of salvation. 
 For renewable resources, the rate of consumption should not surpass the rate of 

production of renewable substitutes. 
 All types of pollution should be minimised. 
 It can be achieved by sensible use of natural resources 

 

 



Indicators of Sustainable Development 

Sustainable development indicators are statistics that are used to measure social equity, 
economic growth, institutional capacity, and environmental protection to ascertain the different 
dimensions and levels of sustainable development. With the endorsement by national 
governments in the 1992 United Nations Conference in Rio de Janeiro, the international action 
plan “Agenda 21” urges that “indicators of sustainable development need to be developed to 

provide solid bases for decision-making at all levels” 

Some of the key indicators of Sustainable development are provided in the following 
table: 

Broad Indicators 

 

 

 



Sub-theme Indicators

 

 



 

Policy issues for sustainable development 
Following are the policy issues for sustainable development: 
1. Reducing poverty: The foremost policy is to reduce poverty. The projects with greater 

employment opportunities for poor should be started. Investments in civic amenities e.g. supply 
of drinking water, sanitation facilities etc. will improve environment of country. 

2. Removal of subsidies: To reduce environmental damages, the subsidies given for use 
of resources as electricity, fertilizers, pesticides and diesel etc. should be removed. These 
subsidies lead to their wasteful use. These also generate environmental problems. 

3. Market based approaches: These are urgent need for adopting market based 
approaches for the protection of environment. They aim at pointing to the consumer and 
industries about the cost of using natural resources on environment. The market based 
instruments approach is the best policy. These instruments are in the form of environmental taxes 
which include pollution charges and user charges. 

4. Economic incentives: Economic incentives regarding price, quantity and technology 
can also help to greater extent. Incentives are usually giv6n in the form of variable fees to 
resource users for the quantity of pollutants in air, water and land use. They are given rebates if 
less waste or pollution is generated than the standards laid down by the Government. 

5. Public awareness: Public awareness and participation are quite effective to improve 
environmental conditions. Formal and informal education programmes relating to environment 
management should be conducted. Public participation can render useful assistance in 
afforestation, conservation of wildlife, management of parks etc. 

6. Participation of Global environmental efforts: It is felt that participation in global 
environmental efforts can help to minimise damages made by degradation of environment. So 
efforts should be made to make agreements on environmental protection. 

7. Trade Policy: Trade policy stresses on the establishment of less polluting industries 
away from the cities and the use of environmental friendly processes for polluting industries by 
adopting cleaner technologies. 
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