turing and tertiary sector and thus it helps in the
transformation of rural settlement to an urban
agglomeration.

Hierarchy of Rural Settlements :
Christaller’s Theory of Central Places—The
theory was first given by W. Christaller in 1933.

His theory was largely based on a study of central
places in Southern Germany,

A central place is defined as a settlement ser-
ving as a focal point for a number of other settle-
ments which are dependent on it for some services
on a regular lasting basis with daily periodicity.

Christaller proposed that settlement with the
lowest order of specialisation would be equally
Spaced and surrounded by hexagonal shaped
service areas or hinterlands. For every six of these
lower order settlements, he suggested that there
would be a larger and more specialised settlement
which in turn would be situated at an equal
distance from the other settlements of the same
order and would also be surrounded by a hexa-
gonal service area. Progressively, more specia-
lised towns with even larger hexagonal shaped
hinterlands would be similarly located at an equal
distance from each other. According to Christaller,
the smallest centres would lie approximately 7
km. apart Centres of next order were thought to
serve three times the area and three times the

population. Thus they would be located (\E x 7)
km or 12 km apart.

Similarly, the next series of hinterlands would
be three times larger than those of the preceding
order.

Some Proposition of Christaller’s Theory—
(i) Area should be isotropic i.e., uniformity of

terrain, resources, climate, distribution of popula- -

tion and income levels. :

(ii) With the advancement of technology and
better communication, some of these hamlets will
serve the surrounding hamlets.

(iii) For the sake of efficiency, a hexagonal

packing of these central settlements will came up.
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(2) Transportation Principle—The trans:
portation efficiency will demand minimisation 011
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