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Introduction 

North-East India is one of the most culturally and religiously diverse regions of the 

country. Comprising the eight states of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, 

Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, and Tripura, the region is home to 

numerous tribal communities, each with its own language, customs, and religious 

traditions. Over the centuries, different religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism, 

Islam, Christianity, and indigenous tribal faiths have flourished here. Among these, 

Christianity has emerged as one of the most influential religious movements, 

particularly in Nagaland, Mizoram, Meghalaya, and parts of Manipur. It has played 

a crucial role in shaping the social, educational, cultural, and political development 

of the region. 

Religious Movements in North-East India 

The religious history of North-East India is marked by the coexistence of various 

faiths. Major religious movements include: 

o Hinduism, especially Neo-Vaishnavism in Assam. 

o Buddhism, mainly in Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim. 

o Islam, particularly in Assam. 

o Christianity, which spread widely among tribal communities through 

missionary work. 

o Traditional tribal religions, based on ancestor worship, nature worship, 

and local customs. 

Among these, Christianity became one of the most successful religious movements 

due to its emphasis on education, healthcare, literacy, and social reform. 

Origin and Spread of Christianity in North-East India 



Christianity reached North-East India during the nineteenth century through the 

efforts of European and American Christian missionaries. Earlier attempts had 

little success, but organized missionary work during British rule led to the rapid 

spread of Christianity. 

The spread of Christianity was encouraged by: 

o British colonial administration. 

o Missionary societies from Britain, America, and Wales. 

o Translation of the Bible into local languages. 

o Establishment of schools, hospitals, and printing presses. 

o Educational and medical services provided by missionaries. 

Many tribal communities voluntarily accepted Christianity because it offered 

opportunities for education, social mobility, and improved healthcare while 

discouraging practices such as headhunting and inter-tribal conflicts. 

Major Christian Missionaries 

Several missionaries played a vital role in spreading Christianity in North-East 

India. 

Miles Bronson 

Miles Bronson, an American Baptist missionary, worked among the Assamese and 

Naga communities. He established schools and translated Christian literature into 

local languages. 

Rev. Edward Winter Clark 

Rev. Edward Winter Clark introduced Christianity among the Ao Nagas in 1872. 

His missionary work led to the rapid spread of Christianity throughout Nagaland. 

Welsh Presbyterian Missionaries 

Welsh missionaries introduced Christianity in Mizoram during the late nineteenth 

century. They promoted education, literacy, and social reform among the Mizo 

people. 

Thomas Jones 

Thomas Jones, a Welsh missionary, introduced Christianity among the Khasi 

people of Meghalaya. He developed the Khasi script using the Roman alphabet and 

translated educational and religious texts. 



Spread of Christianity in Different States 

Nagaland 

Nagaland is often called the "Baptist State of India." Christianity spread rapidly 

among various Naga tribes through the work of Baptist missionaries. Today, more 

than eighty percent of Nagaland's population follows Christianity. 

Mizoram 

Christianity became the dominant religion in Mizoram due to the efforts of Welsh 

Presbyterian missionaries. Almost the entire population now follows Christianity, 

mainly Presbyterian and Baptist denominations. 

Meghalaya 

Among the Khasi, Jaintia, and Garo tribes, Christianity spread through Welsh 

Presbyterian and Catholic missionaries. Churches became important centres of 

education and community life. 

Manipur 

Christianity spread mainly among the tribal communities of the hills, especially the 

Tangkhul, Kuki, and other tribal groups, while the Meitei population largely 

retained Hinduism. 

Arunachal Pradesh and Tripura 

Christianity has also spread among several tribal communities in these states, 

though traditional religions, Buddhism, and Hinduism continue to coexist. 

Principles of Christianity 

The Christian movement in North-East India is based on the teachings of Jesus 

Christ. 

Its main principles include: 

o Faith in one God. 

o Love, compassion, and forgiveness. 

o Equality of all human beings. 

o Service to humanity. 

o Peace and brotherhood. 

o Charity and social welfare. 

o Moral and ethical living. 



These teachings appealed to many tribal communities by promoting dignity, 

education, and community welfare. 

Educational Contributions 

One of the greatest contributions of Christianity has been in the field of education. 

Missionaries established: 

o Primary and secondary schools. 

o Colleges and vocational institutions. 

o Teacher training centres. 

o Printing presses. 

o Libraries. 

They introduced modern education and significantly increased literacy rates. They 

also translated the Bible into local languages, helping to develop written forms of 

several tribal languages and preserving indigenous cultures. 

Today, Christian educational institutions remain among the most respected in 

North-East India. 

Healthcare and Social Welfare 

Christian missionaries made major contributions to public health. 

They established: 

o Hospitals. 

o Rural health centres. 

o Medical clinics. 

o Orphanages. 

o Homes for the elderly. 

o Charitable organizations. 

These institutions improved healthcare services in remote tribal areas where 

government facilities were limited. 

Social Impact 

Christianity brought significant social changes. 

o It promoted literacy and modern education. 

o It discouraged practices such as headhunting and tribal warfare. 

o It improved the status of women through education and social participation. 



o It encouraged community cooperation and discipline. 

o It introduced modern administrative and organizational practices. 

o It strengthened awareness of human rights and social justice. 

The movement also encouraged the preservation of tribal languages by developing 

scripts, dictionaries, and literature. 

Cultural Contributions 

Christianity has enriched the cultural life of North-East India. 

Music 

Church choirs and gospel singing have become important features of community 

life. North-East India is well known for its rich tradition of choral music. 

Literature 

Missionaries translated religious texts into local languages, encouraging the growth 

of literature, newspapers, and educational books. 

Festivals 

Major Christian festivals celebrated in the region include: 

o Christmas 

o Easter 

o Good Friday 

o New Year celebrations 

These festivals promote community participation and social harmony. 

Political and Economic Impact 

Christian educational institutions produced many educated leaders who contributed 

to administration, politics, and public service. Increased literacy also enabled 

greater participation in democratic institutions. 

Missionaries encouraged agriculture, vocational training, handicrafts, and small-

scale industries, contributing to economic development in several tribal areas. 

Challenges and Criticism 

Despite its contributions, the Christian movement has faced certain challenges. 



o Tensions occasionally arose between Christian converts and followers of 

traditional tribal religions. 

o Critics argue that some indigenous customs declined after conversion. 

o Religious differences have sometimes contributed to social and political 

conflicts. 

o There is ongoing debate regarding the balance between preserving tribal 

identity and adopting new religious practices. 

Nevertheless, many Christian organizations actively promote interfaith dialogue, 

peace, and cultural preservation. 

Contemporary Importance 

Today, Christianity remains one of the dominant religions in North-East India. 

Churches continue to play an important role in: 

o Education. 

o Healthcare. 

o Social service. 

o Disaster relief. 

o Youth development. 

o Peacebuilding. 

o Preservation of local languages and culture. 

The region has some of the highest literacy rates in India, reflecting the long-

standing contribution of Christian educational institutions. 

Conclusion 

Religious movements have profoundly influenced the history and development of 

North-East India. Among them, Christianity has been one of the most 

transformative movements. Introduced through missionary activities during the 

nineteenth century, it spread widely among tribal communities by emphasizing 

education, healthcare, social reform, and equality. Missionaries established 

schools, hospitals, and printing presses, promoted literacy, and contributed to the 

development of local languages and literature. Although Christianity has faced 

challenges and debates regarding cultural change, its overall contribution to the 

social, educational, and cultural development of North-East India has been 

significant. Today, Christianity continues to shape the identity of states such as 

Nagaland, Mizoram, Meghalaya, and parts of Manipur, making it an integral part 

of the region's rich religious and cultural heritage. 

 


